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Our vision: To be a God-centred Anglican Church, clearly growing spiritually, numerically, and holistically. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

The Rooted in Jesus Small Groups, in the Diocese of Free State, without internet 

access we meet on the mountain to abide with social distancing regulations. 

Anglicans Ablaze 2020 will take place as an 
International Online Conference: 

“A Jesus Shaped Life 
in the church for the world” 
Thu 24 Sept - Sat 26 Sept 2020 

TOPICS / FOCI: Disciple-Making, Clergy, 
Ministry to Children, Ministry to youth, 
Spiritual Renewal, GBV, Creation Care, 
Leadership & Evangelism 

 

Costs will be: 
W Free for those in need 
W R50 for youth and pensioners 
W R100 normal registration 
W R200 (or more) to attend and help 

sponsor others 

For more info contact Estelle Adams at GtC 
Office Tel 27-21-7120408, Email: 
office@growingthechurch.org.za 
www.anglicansablaze.org 
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Ministry continues without internet 

access 
Report compiled by The Venerable Hectorina 

After the President of South Africa announced that the public gatherings of 
churches would be allowed to gather, I decided to start Rooted in Jesus (RinJ) 
small teams in the villages where people do not  have internet.   

We were aware that not all the people used social media. It could seem like 
the church leadership has abandoned them.  

As a result, I have started four new adult RinJ small groups. Three of these 
groups are operating physically and one RinJ small group is operating online.  

We make a point of observing Covid-19 guidelines.  We wear masks every 
time we gather,  we sanitize our hands for 20 seconds and we practice social 
distancing all the time.  Every Monday and Friday, we meet and worship on 
the mountain because there is enough open space for us to form a circle and 
meet the social distance requirements. 

According to people’s testimonies, they are happy to meet because they did 
not know how to pray at home. Now that we are  doing it practically, people 
are growing spiritually.  Even during this difficult time of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, they have hope and faith in God. Most of them  testified that they 
did not understand  the meaning of eternal life but  now they have a better 

understanding thereof. They realise they would have eternal life after death.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rooted in Jesus Discipleship 

groups meet regularly and take social 

distancing seriously. 

 

  YO-YOUTH ONLINE  

  - educate the young!  

  

For the launch of YO-Youth Online, we were honoured to have Ms 
Mel Awu, Sports Manager of the University of Cape Town challenge 
the youth to ‘be the change’, be part of the solution and to see the 
word NO standing for New Opportunities! 

The second week of YO the Revd Sizwe Ncgcobo, one of the hosts of 
Youth Talk on Facebook, share the beauty of being Anglican by 
choice. 

The third week, we had Miranda Dlamini, Personal Finance Advisor 
share the importance of budgeting, lifestyle and honouring God with 
our giving.  
Videos can be found on https://www.facebook.com/growthechurch 

 

Ms Mel Awu 

 

Revd Sizwe Ncgcobo 

 

Miranda Dlamini 

Continued on Page 4 

 

 

 

 
 

- By Tony Lawrence 

The scourge of GBV and IPV as well as abuse and 
violence against children has reached pandemic 
proportions in our country.  Even our President has 
voiced his concern on numerous occasions.  Our own 
Archbishop has been very vocal on this matter calling 
on government to take decisive action in stopping all 
violence being perpetrated against women and 
children. It is also clear the victims are not reporting 
their dire situations soon enough so that help, and 
support can be provided. 

45% of calls to Childline results in the caller hanging up 
before disclosing their situations, and another 25% of 
calls are merely testing the counsellor’s responses also 
resulting in no cases being opened for help. Victims are 
scared to disclose their situations for fear of 
intimidation or because of stigma. 

However, what if your Diocese could provide these 
victims the means to report ANONYMOUSLY (using a 
free electronic means) to find the help, they so 
desperately need? 

Interested Dioceses are asked to provide their 
information to Tony Lawrence by email on 
tonylawrence323@gmail.com for the details of a  
40-minute webinar that will be arranged to discuss 
how this initiative can be implemented and Tony@ 
SaferKidsZA 

Breaking the Silence… 

ANONYMOUSLY! 

https://www.facebook.com/growthechurch
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We are launching online children’s ministry soon! 

 

 

 

 

and relevant resources that will ignite a 
greater passion and love for children’s 
ministry. In doing this we are also forming 
good partnerships with other stake-
holders and organisations that offer good 
resources & training such as Ivangeli and 
Scripture Union. 

We have also partnered with ACT WON, a 
team that is involved with creative arts. 
We believe that communicating Christ 
creatively to the children is the way to go.  

We also hope to develop a Children’s 
Online Channel where we can share 
children’s stories.    

Vernon Hammond and Revd Sizwe 
Ngcobo were part of the training team. 
Training was divided into 3 levels – 
beginner, intermediate and advanced.  

The first round of beginner training was 
held on Thursday the 23rd July 2020.    

Archbishop Thabo, Diocesan Bishops 
and Vicars General, along with a core 
Diocesan team from each Diocese were 
invited. Over 100 people attended the 
two sessions, the response was very 
positive.  

All 3 levels of training are available to 
Diocese’ who would like to invite the 
Training Team to their Diocese. 

Please contact Estelle at the GtC office 
or office@growingthechurch.org.za to 
make arrangements. 

See Bishops’ comment on Page 4 

With the arrival of COVID-19; and 
lockdown – the multi-media - and more 
importantly online ministry, came to the 
fore-front of church ministry across the 
globe. Therefore, Growing the Church, 
under the guidance of Director – Revd 
Trevor Pearce, set about developing a 
strategy for this to happen. Part of that 
strategy was training being made 
available to the various dioceses about 
ministering online, and the different 
applications and programs used, along 
with the best methods of how to use 
them. Revd Trevor, along with Revd Dr 
Paul Siaki and Revd Bruce Woolley set up 
a training program to assist Dioceses with 
ministering in an online context during 
lockdown.  

The team from the Diocese of Natal made 
up of Revd Dr Peter Wyngaard, Revd  

 

 

Multi-Media Ministry challenge church leaders 

 

Children’s ministry is as important as 
any other ministry within the church.  

GtC strongly believe that children, like 
anyone else, can be disciples of Jesus 
– knowing their identity in Christ and 
that they too belong, to Him and His 
church. 

We are prepared to offer ongoing 
support and training as required by 
the dioceses We are aware that each 
diocese is unique.  Our main aim is to 
serve and help to disciple our children 
in Southern Africa. 

    
The Children’s Ministry team members, who work alongside Revd Thabang (in 

the middle) are  Revd Buli Sihlali Woolley, YO Youth Online Chair, Ms Bola 

Enang, Director Ivangeli Curriculim and Tracy and Eugéne Rens, from ACT Won 

assists Revd Thabang with strategic planning, behind the scenes. 

- By Revd Thabang Bengani 

 

- The Revd Bruce Woolley 

The purpose of the multi-media ministry 
in any church today is to carry the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to our visually-driven, ever-
changing world through the use of 
technology and media, and to equip other 
ministries of the church to use digital and 
electronic media as worship and outreach 
tool. 

This ministry not only provides the 
technical support required for a church’s 
worship services, but also records various 
events, teachings and sermons, which are 
made available for viewing or podcasting 
on the churches’ web site. It can be 
divided into parts – viz. that which 
involves the running of the services, and 
that which involves the different types of 
media people can access on the internet, 
and through their pc’s, laptops, cell 
phones, etc. 

On the 11th of September 2020 GtC will be 
hosting a webinar on Children’s Ministry. 
We would like to invite Bishops, Clergy, 
Diocesan GtC Co-ordinators, Sunday 
school teachers as well as parents.  

Our main aim in this regard is to offer 
assistance to all our dioceses within the 
ACSA. We realise that in many areas  and 
especially in the  Anglican Church ministry 
to children has not always been prioritised 
as it should.  

In many places there are no sustainable 
structures in place, and many churches 
lack resources, especially those in rural 
communities.  

We want to help build strong and 
dedicated children’s ministry teams in 
each diocese with a passion and desire to 
minister to children.  We hope to achieve 
this by offering relevant workshops and 
specialised training in children’s ministry. 

We want to introduce to our Bishops, 
Clergy and Sunday school teachers good  
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YO-YOUTH ONLINE 

Thank you most sincerely for your 
participation in launching YO! There is 
much gratitude all round from the GtC & 
AA Board, Staff Team and especially from 
so many of our young people. One of the 
young people said, “YO! The Archbishop 
was with us!”  

Initially we were preparing to have 1000 
young people with us. I am pleased to 
advise that 1408 predominantly young 
people were with us on Zoom and our two 
Facebook pages. We must give thanks to 
God for this! Thank you also for your 
efforts. We are anticipating that this 
number will grow.  We would be grateful if 
you would continue sending out the 
weekly adverts. 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba shared 
recently: “Discipleship is not optional; it is 
an ACT - and we need to be God’s yeast in 
the world and make disciples as we grow 
the church.”  YO! Youth Online Launch has 
impacted so many people. People from all 
over the province  - even outside South 
Africa have joined on Sundays - Kenya, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Brazil, the United 
Kingdom, etc.  

Continued from Page 2 

- By Revd Bulelwa Sihlali- Woolley  I know that I, and others, have been 
impacted by the speakers so far - Miss Mel 
Awu, Rev Sizwe Ngcobo and Miss Miranda 
Dlamini.  

Virtual Prayer Tower 

We have also started a virtual prayer 
tower – if you would like to add words to 
the prayer tower, click on the link below:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c
U37eQ4qXazyo2vqJXVk81Y4CcL4zRnYSV1
qgcF8eR0/edit 

We are also so excited about the questions 
which we have posted online to see what 
changes young people want. Please send 
us your feedback. A leadership group is 
busy being formed, as well as different 
teams for the various ministries that are 
needed to run YO! each week. We would 
be grateful if you would continue sending 
out the weekly adverts. 

I just want to send out a HUGE Thank you!! 
To Archbishop Thabo, Bishop Tsietsi, all 
the Diocesan Bishops and Vicars General; 
along with Estelle Adams, Revd Trevor 
Pearce, GtC Director, and the GtC Board 
for the amazing support they had shown 
toward YO! in its initial period of being 
started. 

Thank you! Dankie!  Enkosi!  
Siyabulela! 

THANK YOU to all our donors who 
support us by prayer and donations. 

 If you wish to pledge via Debit Order, 
we need a signed GtC Response Form 
authorising us to load your details as a 
debit order contributor.  

Please contact Estelle Adams on 
telephone no 021-712 0408 or 
office@growingthechurch.org.za to 
obtain a form.    

  

 

Multi-Media Ministry 
challenge church leaders 

Continued from Page 3 

“I attended the recent webinar on the 

use of technology in our churches. It is 
critical we learn about and adapt to 
developments in the world post COVID-
19. Whilst certain aspects of life will 
return to the old-normal, it is expected 
much will evolve to a new-normal.  Are 
we prepared for this and beginning to 
explore what changes may confront 
us? My thinking has been challenged 
and I encourage more to explore this 

future dynamic.” 

+Luke Pretorius,  
Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist  

 

“The Webinar was so informative and 

necessary as social media in the church 
is here to stay. Thanks for introducing 
the various social media platforms to us 
as different options work for different 
situations and there are so many to 

choose from.”  

Bishop-elect Joshua Louw,  
Diocese of Cape Town: 

 

 

 
All praise and glory to the Lord for the 
Alpha Foundation.  

The Alpha conference 2020 which was 
a HUGE success has touched our hearts 
to now go forward, in a time of an 
abundance of darkness, the light of the 
Holy Spirit reigns even higher.  

Our church buildings might be closed 
but we can still implement various 
social media platforms to seek, explore 
and share the good news.  

“Spiritual formation happens now in a 
global community”  

– Mahlatse Mashua 

The conference was hosted by the 
inspiring and graceful Nqobile Ngcobo 
and featured fascinating fruitful talks by 
guest speakers such as Pioneer of Alpha 
Nicky Gumbel, Regional Director for 
RZIM Africa Mahlatse Mashua, and 
many more influential spiritual leaders.  

Our goal was to have 500 people attend 
but over 1800 registered. Wow! 

The conference raised awareness on 
opening the digital front door of 
churches and creating an invitational 
culture, strengthening marriages, and 
empowering young people to lead.  

1800 people attend ALPHA Online Training 

  

 

- By Allisha Soupen,  one of the Alpha Youth leaders, Diocese of Natal 

 

The Alpha Conference 2020 was held on 
the 10th and 11th of July on Zoom. The 
conference focused on “Evangelism on 
the digital frontier”. Living in the 21st 
century, a time of a global pandemic 
with Covid-19 and the painful ongoing 
exposure of injustice around the world, 
the Alpha Conference has brought to us 
an empowering vision that there is 
optimism for a greater world. 

A world that honours our creator Lord 
Jesus Christ by individuals coming 
together in union fulfilling his purpose 
for us and building an unbreakable 
chain of faithful growth within our 
communities.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cU37eQ4qXazyo2vqJXVk81Y4CcL4zRnYSV1qgcF8eR0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cU37eQ4qXazyo2vqJXVk81Y4CcL4zRnYSV1qgcF8eR0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cU37eQ4qXazyo2vqJXVk81Y4CcL4zRnYSV1qgcF8eR0/edit

